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for online music. 
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CAB presents May 
Daze next Saturday. 
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volleyball, men's and 
women’s soccer. 
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70% chance of rain 
High 52. Low 34. 
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tarting next semester 
Sane students will be 
able to ride the Jule bus 

for free by simply presenting 
their Clarke Crusader cards to 
the bus driver. Issues such as 
not having a car on campus 
and the continuing increase 
in the price of gasoline will no 
longer prevent Clarke students 
from getting around Dubuque. 
This free transport system is 
intended to provide students 
and the citizens of Dubuque 
with an effective, reliable, 
cheap, and environmentally- 
friendly method of transport. 
The city of Dubuque, the Jule 
and the transit management 
agency for the Jule, ECIA, 
have collaborated with all 
three of Dubuque’s colleges to 
make this project happen. The 
scheme has been mainly fund- 
ed by grants. Each college will 
pay a fee which will allow its 
students to use the bus system, 
free of charge, for one year. 
Kate Zanger, Vice-President 
for Student Life at Clarke, said 
that “this new bus service will 
be more responsive” to the 
travel needs of students. One 
initiative that was designed 
to meet the needs of college 
students which will be offered 


from August onward, is the 
Nightrider bus service. This 
route will run on Friday and 
Saturday evenings, and will 
operate between the 


three 


college campuses and down- 
town Dubuque, the cinema, 
the Mystique casino complex 
and other popular evening 
destinations within the city. 

There are five other routes 
which the Jule is operating: 
the Shopping Circulator, the 
Medical Loop, the Green 
Line, the Grey Line and the 
Red Line. The exact paths of 
these routes can be found on 
the Jule display in the SAC. 

The display was constructed 
by two Clarke students, twins, 
VeNita and Vanessa LaNier, 
senior business administration 


—_ 
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Mary Fran Hall Houses a New Family 


A mother bird created a nest for her eggs a few weeks 
ago in an open window on the second floor of Mary 
Frances Hall. The chicks hatched on Wednesday and 
can be heard throughout the hallway. 


majors. During the Christmas 
break, the sisters, carried out 
independent research by rid- 
ing the current bus system 
and then gathered informa- 


tion from the City of Dubuque 
about the new system. 

“From our research and the 
raw data, we were able to cre- 
ate pamphlets and brochures 
for Clarke students in an ef- 
fort to promote and encour- 
age the utilization of public 
transportation,” says Vanessa. 

“The Jule is a great alternative 
for all students as it gets you 
where you need to go cheaply 
and safely and, furthermore, 
it is compatible with Clarke's 
increasing efforts at becom- 
ing more eco-conscious.” 

Last week there were two 


representatives from the ECIA 
in the SAC promoting the 
Dubuque’s Smarter Travel 
Study. Students who partici- 
pate in the study received $10 
Hy-Vee gift cards for down- 
loading the smart phone (An- 
droid or Blackberry) app. 
The app would record the 
journeys made by each stu- 
dent who downloaded it for 
14 days. The students’ desti- 
nations are then analyzed by 
IBM, who will then use this 
data to help the Jule provide 
bus transport to the most 
visited places in Dubuque. 
Candace Eudaley, the As- 
sistant Executive Director 
at ECIA, said the data col- 
lected is all about “getting 
information and using it to 
improve Dubuque’s _ trans- 
port as the previous bus sys- 
tems in Dubuque has had 
difficulties in getting people 
where they need to go.” 
One Clarke student who 
downloaded the Smarter 
Travel app is Bobby Spring- 
er, business and finance se- 
nior and Clarke men’s vol- 
leyball co-captain. Springer 
admits that he download- 
ed the app mainly for the 
Continued on Page 4 


Play looks at how 
women found a voice 


pam steffensmeier 
editor 

his weekend Clarke's drama department will take center stage 
withits productionof "A Voiceof My Own,” by Elinor Jones. The 
main roles will played by some of Clarke’s finest female actresses. 
“This play asks the question why, why did it take so 
long for women to get jobs, to write, and to have their 
work published,” said Carol Blitgen, BVM, director of 
Clarke’s production. “This play will answer that question.” 
Senior theater major Alison Ott, one of the five actresses, will 
be playing the roles of Margaret Cavendish, Fanny Burney and 
George Sand. “A great challenge has been creating different vocal 
and movement choices that differentiate the characters,” said Ott. 
“A Voice of My Own” is based on Virginia Woolf's book 
“A Room of One’s Own.” It is a story about how women 
became writers, how they emerged from under the pro- 
tective cloak of male pseudonyms and the shadow of 
“Anonymous” and began to speak with their own voices. 
Women had been expected to stay in the home and be si- 
lent. However, they began to find the courage to find ways to 
learn when they we not schooled, to make time to write when 
there was none, to believe in their talents and develop them. 


Continued on Page 3 
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Award Surprises Clarke Prof 


matt roth 
campus life editor 


Ithough he didn’t know 

about it beforehand, on 
February 24 Clarke Communi- 
cation Department Chair Ab- 
dul Sinno was presented with 
a 2011 ADDY award for be- 
ing an outstanding educator. 
The Awards banquet, which 
took place at the Diamond 
Jo Casino, honored many lo- 
cal business and education 
leaders. The ADDY awards, 
sponsored by the American 
Advertising Federation of 
Dubuque, are usually given 
out every year in February. 
The outstanding educator 
award that Sinno received is 
not given out every year; this 
is actually only the second 
time it has been awarded. 
“It was great to receive, al- 
though I didn’t know about 
it,” Sinno said. He was plan- 
ning on going to the ceremo- 
ny to see which students and 
businesses won awards, but 
didn’t expect to win anything 
himself. Many people knew 
that Sinno was going to win 
the award beforehand, but 
they kept it a secret from him. 
Sinno also talked about 


the 


importance of 
ing his knowledge on to 


pass- 


students. “I never look at 
what I achieve but what I 
can gain and give,” he said. 
You might also think that 
winning an ADDY award 
comes with many perks or 
prizes, but Sinno said that 
the honor and_ recognition 
that come with winning an 
ADDY are enough for him, 
and that he is very thankful 
to the AAFF and to Clarke. 
Sinno had some simple ad- 
vice for future award seek- 


ers and_ students: “Love 
what you do and what 
you do will love you.” 


“Titanic” Takeover? 
Odds still in “Hunger Games” favor 


tia grap 
campus life editor 


li “Hunger Games” has 
spent four straight weeks at 
number one, and continues to 
show a strong following of dedi- 
cated fans looking to keep it there. 

“I love it,” said Abby Markham, 
sophomore nursing major. “I’ve 
gone to the 
movie twice, 
and I'll defi- 
nitely go more.” 

Overall the 
movie has re- 


ceived great 
reviews, more 
positive than 


traditional 
book-to-screen 
films. Those 
who haven't 
read the books 
enjoyed it, 
and those who 
had read them 
weren't too dis- 


appointed. 
“It was good,” said Mayron 
Trejo, senior business major. 


“It will be interesting to see 
how they make changes later 
on to accommodate for things 
they changed in the movie” 


clarke courier 


Going into Easter weekend, 
the “Hunger Games” was go- 
ing strong, and shattered the 
$300 million milestone over the 
break. ‘This weekend alone, the 
movie brought in $21.1 mil- 


lion. These figures dominated the 


box office, and as a result “Ti- 
tanic 3D” came in fourth during 
its second weekend in theaters. 
Although “Titanic 3D” did not do 
as well as projected, the film still 
added $17.4 million from Easter 
weekend alone. That total is al- 


PANDORA 


tia grap 
campus life editor 


he battle to be the most 
popular internet —ra- 
dio has begun: The re- 


turning champ, Pandora, ver- 
sus the fresh meat, Spotify. 

“J have Pandora on my Kindle, 
on my phone, and Spotify on 
my computer,” said Heather Jen- 
kinson, freshman nursing ma- 
jor. “I haven't used Spotify that 
much, but I really like Pandora.” 
Jenkinson doesn't use Spotify fre- 
quently because she is used to the 
ease of listening Pandora provides. 

Spotify is a new form of inter- 
net radio application. Once it is 
downloaded to a computer, any- 
one with a free Spotify account 
can log in and have access to al- 
most all the world’s music. You 
can create playlists, listen to radio, 
and share music with your friends. 
One of the unique features is that 
it links to your Facebook page, 
and shares the music you are lis- 
tening to with all of your friends. 
Janessa Lange, freshman Spanish 
major, doesn't use Spotify at all. “I 
don’t know what it is,” said Lange. 
“I use Pandora because I can get 
a lot of different stations, espe- 
cially Latin stations,’ Lange said. 


most what it cost director James 
Cameron to go back through and 
convert the movie to 3D; a to- 
tal of $18 million and 60 weeks 
was what it took to do the job. 
‘This last weckend the 3D version 
made an additional $11.9 million 


Markham 
also. went to 
the 3D version 
of “Titanic” 


“I didn't really 
notice a differ- 
ence,” she said. 
“Every once 
in a while you 
could tell, but 
otherwise it was 
pretty normal.” 

Although the 
film had a slow 
start, “Titanic 
3D” has grossed 
over $200 mil- 
lion so far, and 
including the run it had in 1997 
when it premiered, over $2 billion. 
Betsy Nauman, sophomore nurs- 
ing major, enjoyed the movie. “I 
thought it was cool,” Nauman said. 
“Plus I got to keep the 3D glass- 
es. They're hanging in my car” 


“| like how with Spotify you 
can look up artists and see 
all their songs,’ said Andrew 
Quam, senior business major. 

Some students also enjoy the 
features of Spotify that allow you 
to make more decisions about 
what you listen to. “I use Spo- 
tify” said Alex Deckert, senior 
history major. “You can pick 
and choose every song to add 
to a playlist. You can also find 
whole playlists there; I have one 
for videogame music,’ he said. 

Some conflicts that Pandora us- 
ers face involve not being able to 
have control over what you're lis- 
tening to. “After a certain num- 
ber of skips you would have to 
mute the computer if a horrible 
song came on,” said Deckert. 

With Pandora, you type in an 
artist, song, or genre, and the site 
begins playing songs based on 
your interests. You can thumbs 
up songs you like, which will in- 
crease the playing of similar songs, 
or thumbs down songs which 
will limit those types of songs. 

“I can make lots of different 
stations, said Lange. Others 
agree with Lange, and tend to 
use Pandora more often. “Pan- 
dora does everything for you. 
You don't have to organize play- 
lists or anything,” said Jenkinson. 

A very big positive for Pandora 
users is the ease of access. Pan- 
dora is available for anyone with 
an internet connection. Because 
Spotify has to be downloaded 
not everyone can use it every- 
where like they can with Pandora. 

“I use Pandora when I’m at 
school,” said Amber Engelhardt, 
senior nursing major. “It’s dif- 


ferent music than what is on 


P Pandora VS. Spotify e 


my iPod. You have more vari- 
ety and it plays continuously, 

There are, however, some stu- 
dents who don't have a prefer. 
ence because they don't use ej- 
ther. “I just listen to my iPod or 
iPhone,’ said Bryant Voss, senior 
bio-chemistry major. “It’s more 
convenient to use something 
that’s on me and smaller rather 
than logging into something” 

Other students use the inter- 
net video sharing site, YouTube, 
to look up songs individually. “I 
have by iPod, but I use YouTube 
more than anything. I can look up 
songs | already know,’ said Frankie 
Menozi, freshman biology major. 

Amanda Thompson, freshman 
nursing major, disagrees. “Pan- 
dora is better than YouTube. I 
don't have to type in one song 
every single time. The only thing 
I don't like are the commercials.’ 

A common reason to use Pan- 
dora is the wide variety of mu- 
sic it plays. “I use Pandora every 
morning, and while completing 
my art projects,’ said Grace Jen- 
nejahn, sophomore art major. “I 
learn about new artists and songs 
similar to what I already like” 

Spotify users back their prefer- 
ence just as strongly. “I can per- 
sonalize everything I listen to, 
and make many different playlists 
that are exactly what I want for 
any mood,” said Brittni Horst- 
man, sophomore nursing  stu- 
dent. “If I see one of my friends 
listening to a song on Facebook, 
all I have to do is click on it and 
then I’m listening too. It’s great.” 

While this is a fight that 
many people are curious to 
see the outcome of, we're still 
a long way from a knockout. 
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Myra says goodbye 


delmis rivera 
staff writer 


Myra Benzer, Coordinator 
of Disability Services at Clarke, 
has always loved working 
here and has gained an ap- 
preciation for each student 
she’s worked with over the 
years. Benzer, who’s been with 
Clarke since 2002, has worked 
with hundreds of students, 
with and without  disabili- 
ties, teaching them study and 
test-taking skills, note-taking 
and helping them identify 
learning-preference strategies. 

“Most often, students will 
come into my office confused,” 
says Benzer. “Many times stu- 
dents with disabilities have 
been talked to about their 
weaknesses whereas | talk to 
them about building on their 
strengths. Often they’ll come 
in with low self-esteem, say- 
ing ‘I can’t do this.” Myra 
responds by saying, “Let’s 
look at what you can do!” 

“I truly feel blessed to have 
had this position because it 
is so exciting when students 
and I work as a team and they 
come back and say ‘Oh, this re- 
ally worked, I get it!"says Ben- 
zer. “It really is an acknowl- 
edgement of how they took 
responsibility for their own 
education. I'm just the guide.” 

Benzer is making the most 
of her last semester at Clarke: 
“I'm really savoring these last 
couple of months before I re- 
tire because I’ve developed 
relationships with students 
and colleagues” she says. 
“Although I enjoy my job, | 
am looking forward to begin- 
ning a new chapter. I want 
to have more time to spend 
with my husband who has 
had health issues. I nearly 
lost him last year and that put 
many things into perspective.” 

“My husband and | are in- 
volved in a number of ser- 


bi oth vty 


vice groups and retirement 
will give us more time to be in- 
volved with the community as 
well as additional time to dedi- 
cate to the church” says Benzer. 

Benzer says she will truly 
miss the connections she’s 
made with students over the 
years. “There is never a dull 
moment because each day is 
different,” says Benzer. “It is 
a fulfilling experience when | 
see students I’ve worked with 
graduate. It’s a pleasure to 
see them reach their goals af- 
ter facing many challenges.” 

Through the years, Benzer 
has always shown enthusiasm 
and dedication to the students 
she’s worked with. She says, 
“When I talk about my work, | 
can’t stop smiling because it is 
something | love to do. | think 
it’s the best job to be able to 
come to work to help students. 
I learn so much from them!” 

Sophomore Spanish ma- 
jor Andrea Timmerman has 
been one of many students 
who has met with Benzer. “I 
met Myra last year and told 
her I was hearing impaired,” 
says Timmerman. “She was 
excited to meet with me and 
helped me with my FM sys- 
tem. She’s incredibly nice 
and I'll definitely miss her.” 


Catalyst 2012 


Coming Soon 


MayDaze Madness 


ith Spring  rap- 
idly approach- 
ing, it is time for 


Clarke's spring carnival which 
takes over Clarke Drive each 
year. However, this year 
things will be a bit different. 
Kicking off MayDaze week- 
end with a bang will be the 
chart-topping duo Thompson 
Square on Friday, April 27, at 
8 p.m. in the Kehl Center. They 
are known for their number- 
one platinum radio hit “Are You 
Gonna Kiss Me Or Not,” which 
was named iTunes’ Coun- 
try Song of the Year in 2011. 
Thompson Square has also 
earned three AMA awards 
and two Grammy nomina- 
tions. They finished the year 
2011 as Billboard’s number- 
one New Country Artist. 
MayDaze will be the  fol- 
lowing day, April 28, from 
noon to 4 p.m. It is brought 
to you by the Clarke Activi- 
ties Board with the theme this 
year being SUPERMayDaze. 
The MayDaze committee 


Senlor Abby Scherrman 
models her new Legacy 
cord which she will wear at 
graduation. Her dad, Timo- 
thy Scherrman, graduated 
from Clarke in 1994, 


LEGACY: (4) Some- 
thing bamded down 
from an snceitor 

on prdictaron, from 
the post (2) & $f of 
personal property 


sam dugan 
staff writer 


has been working 
wonders in an at- 
tempt to knock 
the socks off the 
Clarke com- 
munity and the 
local Dubuque 
area this year. 
Some things to 
look forward to Be 
are big carnival 


rides, inflatables, 
carnival games, 
prizes, photo 


booths, and much 
much more. 

Junior psychology major 
Lindsey Baker says, “I have 
never been to MayDaze before; 
I am excited to see Thompson 
Square perform and | heard 
there will be a lot of fun ac- 
tivities at the carnival the next 
day. It sounds like a good time 
and I definitely won’t miss it.” 

Many student organizations 
will have their own booths 
with games and prizes. Food 
and drink will be provided by 
Clarke’s very own. Culinary 


Be « Part of New Commencement Legacy Prognam 


A legacy is defined as something handed down from an ancestor 
or predecessor. For many Clarke students each year, this legacy 
includes a Clarke education. New this year, the Commencement 
Legacy Program is designed to honor students who are part of a 
family tradition that includes Clarke. Children, grandchildren, sib- 
lings and spouses of previous Clarke alumni will wear a special 
legacy cord to recognize their family's special history with Clarke. 
The cord is intertwined blue and gold and is worn around the 
neck with the student's academic regalia. 


Any student who has at least one parent, grandparent, sibling or 
spouse who is a graduate of Clarke University (undergraduate or 
graduate program) is considered to be a legacy. 


Friday, May 11 


If you are a student who qualifies as a legacy 
(parent, grandparent, sibling or spouse who gradu- 
ated from Clarke) email mary.chapman@clarke. 


edu by Monday, April 23. 


To celebrate this new Commencement Legacy Program Clarke 
will recognize families for making Clarke education part of their 
family tradition. Generations of families have passed on the 
Clarke education tradition to their children, grandchildren, sib- 
lings and spouse and we want to help celebrate this special re- 
lationship by providing a blue/gold cord to the Legacy Graduates 
of 2012. Cords will provided at the commencement practice on 


Club and musical talent will 
be showcased as well on the 
steps of TDH throughout the 
day featuring students and 
staff from Clarke and Loras. 

The biggest new thing about 
MayDaze this year—we’ve 
made it a Tri-college event! The 
University of Dubuque and Lo- 
ras College are both contribut- 
ing to make MayDaze the best 
that it has ever been by helping 
out with booths and coming up 
with ideas to make MayDaze 
out .of- control this spring. 
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Administrative assistant retires after 15 years at Clarke 


delmis rivera 
staff writer 


A 


Administrative Assistant Mary Chap- 
man is the lady behind graduation 
preparation and will retire after this 
year's graduation 


jphof/™by delmis rivera 


Jules continued from page 1: 


gift card, but says he believes 
that “the app is a great way 
to get students involved with 
such a project, especially with 
smart phones now being so 
popular amongst students It is 
definitely a better way of get- 
ting data than online surveys, 
which can be very tedious.” 

Although many Clarke stu- 
dents have cars and may con- 
tinue to prefer their own car to 
riding the bus, some students 
will benefit from the Jule ‘s new 
service. Paul Cave, a fresh- 
man with a double major in 
business and psychology, is 
hoping the Jule will be able to 
provide for his travel needs. 


“It has been a privilege and an honor 
to work at Clarke,” says Mary Chap- 
man. “I have learned so much from 
the faculty, staff and students. Ev- 
ery day here is a new opportunity.” 

Chapman, administrative assistant for 
Joan Lingen, BVM, Provost/Vice Presi- 
dent for Academic Affairs, is making 
the best of her last moments at Clarke 
as she reaches her 15-year mark here. 

Chapman’srelationship with Clarkestart- 
ed in 1997 when she became the office man- 
ager of the education department. In 2002, 
she took on a new role in Academic Affairs. 

“When | started in the education de- 
partment, it was a huge academic learn- 
ing curve for me, learning how important 
teamwork is within a department. The 
Tri-College program had just ended and 
Clarke was reorganizing its education 
department. My vocabulary awareness 
was heightened: ‘pedagogy,’ ‘state stan- 
dards,’ ‘assessment,’ ‘accreditation,’ etc.” 
says Chapman. “The accreditation pro- 


cess was a major learning curve for me.” 

“Working directly with the department 
chair was a comprehensive role because it 
places you in a situation where you have 
to develop an understanding from the stu- 
dent perspective in learning what it was 
that they needed in order to graduate,” 
says Chapman. “Some of that experience 
and learning traveled with me in working 
with department chairs and overseeing re- 
ports and committee work and processes.” 

“Mary has been my assistant for eight 
years since | took this job, she is what I call 
my right hand,” says Lingen. “I don’t have 
to worry that something won't get done 
because she’s organized, she’s efficient and 
she anticipates my needs, and she always 
does everything with a smile. I will wish 
her many wonderful years to do all the 
things she’s wanted to do and couldn’t.” 

“Mary has been a joy to work with 
since the day | met her eight years ago,” 
says Linda Laufenberg, Executive Ad- 
ministrative Assistant to the President. 


Postseason Sports 


“She is very detail orientated and does 
so much _ behind-the-scenes work for 
Clarke. I know I will miss her terribly.” 
Chapman’s post-Clarke plans are tak- 
ing form as she prepares to begin her 
new journey upon retiring. “I’m excited 
about retiring,” says Chapman. “It’s been 
a difficult decision to make, but it will 
give me more flexibility to spend time 
with my family and to look at new paths 
and opportunities that I haven’t been 
able to explore with a set schedule.” 

“I plan on taking up golf and piano,” 
says Chapman. “I'l be volunteering 
with the BVM Associate Program and 
other faith-based programs as well.” 
“The biggest impact that I can take 
away from Clarke with me is the Ecua- 
dor emersion service trip | participated 
in through Clarke’s campus ministry,” 
says Chapman. “I went with my hus- 
band and it was an eye-opening expe- 
rience for us, and the impact we had 
on the lives of others was remarkable.” 


Teams busy preparing for next year 


Cave, an international stu- 
dent from England, does not 
own a car in America, and has 
found it difficult at times lo get 
where he needs to be. “I have 
struggled to adapt to life with- 
out a car,” he says. “I have 
my own car at home and can 
drive where | want to when 
I want to.” Cave said he had 
planned to work this summer 
back in England and save up 
to buy a car for next semes- 
ter. However, having heard 
about the new free transport, 
he may “hold off from buy- 
ing a car, and give the bus a 
chance—after all, it’s free.” 


Play continued from page 1 


“This play is different than 
any other play | have been in 
at Clarke because we are per- 
forming it in 3/4 thrust,” said 
Ott. “That means that there 
is audience on three sides of 
the stage. We built a smallish 
platform in the center of the 
TDH stage and built up new 
seating platforms around it.” 
This play isa tribute to the irre- 
pressible and talented women, 
from Sappho, a Greek poet who 
lived 600 years before Christ to 
writers of today, who would 
not let their voices be silenced. 

Junior drama and music ma- 


clarke courier 


jor Rebecca Brosnan will also 
be performing multiple roles. 
“This play is a wonderful his- 
torically correct and interesting 
account giving witness to the 
struggle and empowerment of 
women writers leading to the 
overall empowerment of wom- 
en in general,” says Brosnan. 

The play will be performed in 
Terance Donaghoe Hall April 
19-21 at 7:30 p.m. and April 
22 at 2 p.m. Admission is free 
for faculty, staff and students. 
Non-Clarke students pay $5, 
senior citizens $7, and adults 
$10. 


rolando sanchez 
staff writer 

n college sports, when one season ends, a 
[= one begins. Training, such as lifting, 
running and extra individual work is a way 
of life. It is no different for our men’s and wom- 
en’s soccer teams and women’s volleyball team. 
Chris Miron, head coach of the women’s vol- 
leyball team, requires the team to practice four 
times a week and lift three times a week. “Many 
of our positions are quite tight with many play- 
ers competing for starting positions,” says 
Miron. As for the upcoming season, Miron says, 
“I'm very excited to see how things shape up for 
us next year. Everyone knows that we are a com- 
petitive team and that it will take hard work and 
consistency to earn a spot on the floor next fall.” 
Amanda Raschke, freshman sports manage- 
ment major and outside hitter on the wom- 
en’s volleyball team, believes the off-season 
workouts are the most vital part of the sea- 
son. “Off-season workouts are tough but they 
definitely help us become more physically 
fit and more consistent,” says Raschke. “We 
want to improve on last season’s record and 
make a run at a conference championship.” 
Corrin Larkin, freshman psychology major 
and setter, sees the improvement from the end 
of the season through this part of the off-season. 
“Our workouts have been very productive and 
each player is working harder,” says Larkin. 
“We are improving on the things we struggled 
with during the season, and hopefully, this 
will carry us through a strong fall season.” 
Jason Carlson, head coach of the men’s soccer 
team, is in his first off-season at 
Clarke. He has his men practic- 
ing four times a week and lift- 
ing every other day. “We have a 
senior-heavy team with a strong 
camaraderie that will help with 
leadership and pushing each 


other to become better,” says 
Carlson. “With the hard work 
the men are putting in, we want 
to improve from the year before 
to get a higher seed and make a 
run in the conference tourney.” 

Dino Ramic, junior sports management ma- 
jor and forward on the men’s soccer team, 
knows how important off-season workouts 
are. “Our goal for the off-season is to get our- 
selves into a routine going into summer when 
we all go home,” says Ramic. “It is important 
for everyone to push themselves over the sum- 
mer so when we return for camp, we can fo- 
cus more on tactics rather than conditioning.” 

Tyler Watkins, head coach of the women’s 
soccer team, who served the previous two 
years as an assistant, has the women going four 
times a week. “The workouts have been going 
well. I see the ladies giving their commitment, 
and working hard,” says Watkins. “We have 
been to the semi-final of the conference tour- 
ney each of the past two years. I would like 
to see us improve and build on that and pos- 
sibly win a conference tournament this year.” 

Danni Garcia, junior AT/PT major and mid- 
fielder on the soccer team who was injured last 
season, says, “The off-season is always some- 
thing to look forward to for the injured players 
to recover and improve where they left off and 
for the other players to continue to get better.” 

“We have a good group of players and 
we plan to make an impact in the confer- 
ence, as well as moving past the semi-final 
in the conference tournament,” says Garcia. 

With both soccer teams and women’s volley- 
ball team hard at work during the off-season, 
the Clarke community will have an exciting 
schedule of fall sports to follow and support. 


